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Tennis Tournament Prize Distribution of the Gwalior Young Men’s Club, January 23rd, 1937, 



speech by His Highness at the Tennis 
Tournament Prize Distribution of the 
Young Men’s 

on January 23, 1937. 


Ladies AND Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure to meet you here on this happy 
occasion. I have listened with great interest the report read by 
the Secretary of the Gwalior Young Men’s Club. Though this 
is my first visit to this Club, I have been watching its growth 
with keen interest and appreciation. Though, like most big 
things, the Club had a small beginning, its continuous growth 
is a matter of pride for the members of this Club. I particularly 
appreciate the importance you give to out-door sports. It 
seems it is not long since the Club has attained majority. It 
was bom in 1914 and at present its age is just 22, Many mem- 
bers of this Club must have grown old, while the Club was just 
coming of age. But even then it is pleasing to find that you 
retain the idealism that inspired the founders of this Club to 
name it as a Young Men’s Club, and still emphasise the aspect of 
out-door physical activity, and mention in-door philosophising 
only in passing. Let us hope that this spirit will guide the steps 
tWs Club in the coming years and that even though it may 
grow old in years it will always remain truly a Young Men’s 


Club. From the account that was just read to us, there is no 
doubt that this Club has been as clever in getting money out of 
the pockets of its elders, as in spending it, and I wish it success 
in this side of its career as well. 

Now I shall proceed to perform the most pleasing duty of 
giving away the prizes in the Tennis Tournaments. But before 
doing so I offer hearty congratulations to the winners. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I thank you all, and the Secretary 
and workers of this Club in particular, for bringing about this 





opening of the Shajapur Water Works : Arrival of His Highness. 
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opening of the Shajapur Water Works : The Darbar. 
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importance of all measures they adopt for their own 
well-being as links to the chain of their moral, 
material and physical development and leads them 
eventually to that higher goal towards which the 
whole world is exerting at this moment, the 
perpetual peace and happiness.” 

ffT 1?# ^ 3 ^ WfSrT 

%TT # w ^ 

m f ^ f sftt STRlfrFT W ; 

i?r ^ TO 3fiwr 

^ ‘3Tr#r’ I- TO 

peace # fefl TOITO # ^ f^T #FTO ^ ^ j 

|f€r tJrft. TO TO ^ tTT peace happiness 

% ^ If TO TOft I- ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ I 

if ipp 15 ^ % ^TFft pro ^ ^ I5 afiror I, I 

f^T-^ ^ 1^ # |j ^ ^ ?i% 5i%| 

ideals % ^ flK | | ^i 

TO r if ^ ^ ^ TOT w 



epidemic (^) % f^TO ^ ^ I- 

^TOT I f% ^ STOTO to I 

3^ ^rrft cR| 'R ^ 3T^R?r # 

?!%rfT. 

RIITO, TOTO % TO*! lli % 

TOITO TO ^ ^ WB fTO % ^ 

^ ^ of cohesion and the principle of co- 

operation qpFft to’T 501^. 

qf 3 grrsTT^ ^ toi^ w ^ irt^r ^ ^ 

3n*1 ^ TO I ^ TO 1^ Nations ^ ^5fTl^ ^ Parties 
% ^ 1 9^ ^ individualism TO TO | 

ft ^ ir, separatism ^ spirit 

TO3TRfl|.|flftsTO^^#(}?rf5fk^ sftt ^ 5i| 

civilisation ^ ^Sl#! 3TOFT ^ % fuft 

a means to an end I?FI^ %, rf| ^ 

^ “eat, drink and be merry, to-morrow you will die.” 


#S TO ^«Pf 1%TO % ^ 

P$ fut % *!FR 

ft! «fk ^ wm «f!. ^«r*T ^5! perfect equaHty, 



■9 

ioter-dependence 3^ mutiial co-operation ^ 

# % Ti^ci%#3TT ?T 4 ^ m ?r 

^ «T communism ^ ^ ^ 

nalism;^.:Vv; : 

5T|t 3TRn ^ 51T#T ¥rR#T ^ TT^ ^ w 

3TM % ^5^ materialistic civilisation ^ 

35 ^ W ll?T m, W^ 3T1%^T^ 

^ iW lT??at H*TI^ 

^fR % ^ ^T^t ^33RT 3TFT modern science 

3^ modern arts ^ ^ RK ^ 

^ mm % 3^ 3|^ ^ 3*TRit ^T 

fR 3iTR!TTii?r % #n |. ^ =3fto it ^R- 

^3?# ^ R% |. i^rit 9TO ^rrSi 

3TT^ it ^ 

3T3#5r f^SfTRl % 

separatist tendencies % ^?RR^ ^ 3^ ^ 





10 

% TO?T ^5TT% 

■ #\. r\' 0 "*\. A. ■ '■ ■•^■''' ' *kSs, 

^ ^ ?fr«r ^ =5TTf . ^ 3ii^ I 

# M m. W ^ ^ q|%ft ^ 

^ ^ 3Tr?# #R# 

TOqr/® TO^5f te % =^?off % fe ^ 

s^qjs ii ^ 






Mr. E. C. Gibson, C.I.E., I.C.S., Resident at Gwalior and Political Agent 
for the States of Rampur and Benares. 



Speech by His Highness at the Farewell Dinner 
to Mr. E. C/ Gibson, 

Resident at Gwalior and Political Agent 
for the States of Rampur and Benares, 

on March 24, 1937, Jai Vilas, Gwalior. 


Me. - Gibson,' liADiES :: and GENxijmEN,; ^ - 

We have assembled here this evening to wish good-bye and 
hon voyage to our Resident and valued friend, Mr. Gibson, who, 

I regret to say, will be leaving us very shortly on leave to 
England. Parting is always a painful penalty "which we human 
beings have to put up with sooner or later as a compensation 
to nature for the joys and pleasures which life, love and 
friendship bring in their wake. Although he did not stay for 
very many years in Gwalior, his presence in our midst during the ; 
most eventful period of my career has added special significance I 
to his term of office, and Mr. Gibson’s name will, therefore, be s 
always remembered by us on that account. I compute time not 
merely by the number of hours and days indicated by the clock | 
or calendar but by the magnitude and importance of the events j 
and happenings compressed therein. j 

Both as a political officer and a man, Mr. Gibson has | 
endeared himself to the heart of Gwalior. He may have been ! 



reserved aad reticent at times both from inclination and 
prudence, but I know that to me he has ever been a sincere 
friend and a guide and to every one who sought his friendship, 
advice or assistance he has been the readiest and most reliable 
of helpers. It is but natural, therefore, that Mr. Gibson has 
been the recipient of such popularity among every section of 
society. 

As a sportsman, Mr. Gibson has been a most conspicuous 
figure in Gwalior, and I think I am voicing the feelings of all 
present here when I say that in the departure of Mr. Gibson 
the Gwalior sports world is losing its greatest asset. In the 
history of broadcasting in Gwalior Mr. Gibson's name will 
likewise be remembered because it was his voice which was 
first carried over the air from Gwalior — on the occasion of 
Tansen’s anniversary — ^though the famous tamarind and Tansen 
did not inspire him to sing, but only to speak ! 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I do not wish to keep you any 
longer from the pleasure of wishing Mr. Gibson a safe journey 
home, a complete rest and an early return to India, and I ask 
you aU to join me in drinking most warmly to the health and 
future happiness of our valued friend, Mr. Gibson. 



speech by His Highness at the State Banquet 

on the 12th May 1937, Jai Vilas, GwaHor. 


Colonel Fisher, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

It is my proud privilege now to rise and ask you all present 
here to join me in honouring the Toast to the health and con- 
tinued happiness of His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor 
and the Royal Family, and in doing so I feel confident that 
you will give it a most hearty reception. 

It is not customary on ordinary occasions to make a long 
speech in giving the Royal Toast ; but, as you are all aware, 
the present occasion marks a unique and auspicious event of 
great significance in the annals of our times. This day has 
witnessed the solemn and historic ceremony of the Coronation 
of King George VI and his Royal Consort Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth. Amidst scenes of unprecedented pomp, pageant- 
ry, and glamorous splendour, London, the great Metropolis 
of the British Empire and the centre of the world, is celebrating 
the event of the accession to the Throne of a new and uni- 
versally beloved Monarch. The enthusiasm of Britain radiates 
naturally to the furthermost corners of the Empire; it touches 
and finds an echo in the hearts of one quarter of the world’s 
population. India is reckoned to be the brightest jewel of the ; 
British Crown; and Gwalior is known to be the heart of India. : 
So it is this spontaneous to^e of a joyful heart which makes me 
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yield to the temptation of giving expression to my feelings on 
this occasion. 

Gentlemen, in India, more than in any other country in 
the world, loyalty to the Person and Throne of the Sovereign 
constitutes a sacred religious precept. It is a sentiment which 
endures and sustains us even under the most trying conditions 
of life. When I look back to the past history of my House, 
with special reference to our relations with the British Crown, 
I realize feelingly that loyal friendship and devoted service 
has been the most zealously guarded tradition of my House 
ever since the day on which the first Treaty of Friendship and 
Alliance was ratified between my illustrious ancestor Maharaja 
Mahadji Scindia and the representatives of the British Govern- 
ment. 

Colonel Fisher, before I proceed further, I wish to request 
you as the official representative of the Paramount Power at 
my Court to convey to Their Majesties my respectful Greet- 
ings and an expression of my warmest felicitations and homage 
on their accession to the Imperial Throne. In doing so, will 
you be good enough further to communicate to His Imperial 
Majesty my dutiful assurances that whether in peace time or 
in times of war I will always strive to co-operate loyally with 
His Majesty’s Government with a determination to advance 
this ancestral heritage of mine to a level of peace, progress and 
resourcefuln^s commensurate with my share of the partner- 
^p in His Majesty’s vast Empire, an Empire known to-day as 
the Commonwealth of free Nations ? God forbid that the world 
be faced again with the grim horrors of another great war ! But 
if such a be inevitable, I take this opportunity of solemnly 



15 


declaring on behalf of myself, my Government, my nobles, and 
the four million people whom I have the honour to rule as their 
first servant, that the entire might and resources of my do- 
minions shall be placed unreservedly at the service of His Majesty. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, here I wish to emphasise the fact 
that my devotion to the cause of the Empire is based not only 
on the tradition of loyalty to which I have referred above, but 
also on the knowledge, understanding, and a full realization of 
the facts that the British connection has proved to be a real 
blessing to India; that this happy consu m mation has been 
brought about by Divine Will and under Divine Dispensation; 
and that on the continued solidarity and unimpaired might of the 
British Empire would depend the safety, security, peace and | 
prosperity of India as well as the ultimate emancipation of our 
Motherland. 

I will now say a few words about the significance of the 
great event of to-day. The Coronation of a new Sovereign is 
always a romance full of historic and religious significance. For 
fifteen centuries there have been Kings in Britain and for three ^ 
hundred years there has been one Kingship. But as far as !■ 
am concerned the Coronation of King George VI will ever: 
stand out in bold relief in my memory. The primary reason,; 
of course, is that this is the first Coronation of the King-Emperor | 
held during my lifetime. But the principal reason is based on 
those sentimental ties which draw me to the Royal House. 

The British Empire has been most fortunate since the reins' 
of its destiny were placed in the hands of the Sovereigns of the 
present D5masty. From the great Queen Victoria of revered 
memory down to Edward VH, George V, Edward VIII, and oUr| 



present King-Emperor, there has been a continuous succession of 
patriotic, progressive and benevolent Sovereigns whom the people 
of India dearly esteem and will always remember. It was during 
the rule of the House of Windsor that England emerged from 
medievalism to modernity, and the British Empire attained the 
zenith of its greatness and glory. The reign of King George V 
win ever be remembered for the wonderful advance made in the 
realms of art and science, an advance which has revolutionized 
life and wrought tremendous changes in the basic ideas and 
general outlook of humanity. And judging from the popular 
point of view I believe no succession was hailed with such univers- 
al jubilation as that of our present King. The following descrip- 
tion of His Majesty gives the cue to his great popularity : “Highly 
serious and conscientious, as domesticated as his father, the 
man who now takes up the exacting burden of kingship is the 
most sedate of the four royal brothers. Perhaps also the shyest. 
Yet, that he possesses a strong will to serve and is willing to 
take up a position which he never sought is in itself an indi- 
cation of the splendid characteristics that lie behind a modest 
and unassuming character.” 

Of British birth and royal lineage our Queen has already 
attained an extraordinary measure of public esteem and love 
owing to her sweetness of character and the examples she sets of 
a simple, peaceful, and happy domestic life with her royal hus- 
band and her two charming daughters. By the invaluable public 
services Her Majesty has been rendering seMessly in a calm and 
i^rene spirit and unostentatious manner, the Queen has more 
than captured the hearts of her people. 

To-day the Empire is thrice blessed, not only because the 
King and the Queen have entered upon their new role of Efe 
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under the happiest of auguries, but because the rest of the Royal 
Family also from Her Majesty Queen Mary whom I may venture 
to call the Mother of the Empire, down to the most junior mem- 
ber of the House — all are consistently and perseveringly solicitous 
of public welfare. Nowhere else could we find Royalty so fore- 
most in the patronage and advancement of all that is best in 
public life. 

Before I close I wish to express my sincere pleasure at the 
presence in our midst of my esteemed friend, Colonel Fisher, our 
new Resident. Though new to the place the brilliant record 
of service and achievements that stands to his credit and the 
very looks and balance of his distinguished personality inspire 
me with the fullest confidence that I can always turn to him for 
that touch of sympathetic guidance and help which I may wish 
to seek from an officer and a gentleman of his age, experience, 
and standing in life. To His Excellency the Viceroy I owe very 
sincere thanks for the invaluable advice and assistance I have 
received, and I am glad to say that His Excellency’s desire and 
efforts to improve the lot of the rural masses has evoked due re- 
sponse in my State. An elaborate scheme for rural development 
is under consideration of my Government and will be launched at 
an early date. 

My greatest ambition in life is to do all that lies in my power 
to make Gwalior a model State. It is already the main artery of 
the country’s road and railway communication and I hope that 
in the field of aviation also Gwalior will be an equally prominent 
centre. Various important reforms to improve the efficiency of 
the public services and the utility of various public institutions 
are engagmg my attention. I need hardly stress the fact that 
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the efficiency and success of every public institution and under- 
taking must largely depend on two factors, namely, the financial 
potentialities and a sound fiscal policy, and the loyal and willing 
co-operation of all officers of the State and the systematic co- 
ordination of the public services. Writing about the great 
achievements of my great Father Sir William Barton in his re- 
cently published book “The Princes of India” says ; “Gwalior is 
now one of the best administered States in India. This is largely 
due to the genius of the late Maharaja whose untimely death in 
1925 was a great loss both to Gwalior and India generally. Al- 
ways a loyal supporter of the British Crown, he played a fine 
part in the Great War. With a budget that would turn a post- 
war Finance Minister green with envy he built up a great trust 
fund for the economic development of his country.” His late 
Highness’ financial policy and the results thereof still constitute 
the bulwark and the mainstay of my administration. I congratu- 
late Mr. Carson for his wise forethought and for the strenuous 
efforts now being made by him to re-establish that policy. Mr. 
Carson, it is with sincere pleasure that I take this opportunity 
of expressing my warmest appreciation of the valuable services 
you are rendering to me and the State. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, here is the Toast to the health, 
happiness and ever-increasmg prosperity of our beloved King- 
Emperor and the Royal House. 

God save the King ! 





Sheopur Tour : South-west view of the Sheopur Fort where His Highness stayed during his tour. 
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^ ^ ^T I; ^«T $ #1^ 

3 fe^TTO ^ ^"T ^'t |. %€\ rR| ^ 

R |WKT ^ ^ ^ % 

extension ^51 ^ ^ t- ^ I ^ 
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^ means of communication, 

l^rSRr w ^ ^ W 1. 

srrq^r ^ 'Tf^t 

TO 3Trq^ ^ =qn|^ qiWT 

% ^ t^ror 

# tRit % 1^ 1^ ^ TO 

^ m OT « Jiqq TOT iTO 

^ ir wfm W ^ BWi q $ RTOiT m 

^ ^ 1^ 3TW % toI # ?T#T ^ 

TO ?nq ^ q am ^ it qf ^ | 

fi S 3 TPTO ^ q aqqit fc q| it 
3fr#q qwt ^ % qiq 3^ iro it qiiq 
I to: ^ |3in^ 

TO % ^ ^ public-spirited ^I^qR % ^ft 

I mm I 3Tq;;f| teit ^ qsf qR 

^ ^ it feTF# am =qT^ f 




Sheopur Tour : Raja Narsingh’s Kacheri, Sheopur Fort. 
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^ Irar # ^ 

OT[ 5fT?[r^^^ STTO ^l^icr # ^ =3fi^ 

5^ ^ Ji?#T ^ f^fSlcT 

cR#f ms ^ ^ 3!^ 

^ mm. 

1^ ^ =^ I 1^# f^fT^RT ^ ^ ^ 

Tft^%^ %?Rf^^rRIT |. l?rt% ^FTl^TO ^ 
cRifm m€m ^ ^ q^ %TT I srr? i 

TT^rf^ 3^T?7 ^ ^ ^ 

5I ^ ^1?!% #lfa !5mi3M %, I 

5f)F3r wrim ^fTM % TO^ro^TT ^r ; 

it 1. ^ i ^ I 

eTq#R^^^Pri^%m3TTOT^3TF?;B11TO% ! 

^ST^RT WmK ] 

3Tf<T irtf # ^ liTl^ W t. 3TR% ^ I 
^ fi^ i^T^ # W if - ^ i i% 3iirrT j 
?niTO 3 ti%t ^ 3Tq# gnq# ^ ot=j % 13 S | 

^ gjfn^ ffr^ % 3prt|^ erflcT srr# *1^1 j 

^ ^<5i4'5r i%qiJ ^?2 ^ | 

;#ii^:i^!ii|iip!|ift*.;;v.^ 
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Co-operative Bank % ^ 

l^RiFT # i^F%^ ^erte it |. I ^ 

i % fF ^ ^ ^f^TR w : 

fFT ?I1^ #, 1^ # ^5T^HR ^ % 1^ * 

^ rI cR5 ^ 

;::ilipi|^::i:;;-;K 

^ ^ 1?T ?fR%a- % OT f% 37W- 
PF: ^ ^R ^ ^ ^RcR^^&J^=5n%, #1^ ^ 

I, ^ § RR ^ it ?I#T fejRT i li RR% 

?3RR ^ ?Ri%r it cnt^ ^ m^rz ft gj#w f? 

lllliir^^^ it cR^ ^ 

Rf!?R%it ^f^^RllRi % RWit ^ I 

^it |. ^ ^Rl^ I ^-PR RR ^ 

^5fR% I fi depressed classes % % mn M ^ f 

|. ^ W^ ^ ^ ft^ S ^ ^ ^ j 

q1^ ^ f fR#TT ’fll^'t ^T fSlfR ^ ^T «TT. | 

q R^cjt ^ q^ai^ % qR 

^SrilTft. qiR, Rl^ I PR, Rl^ 
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wm S # 3n?TFT | ^ 

^ ??rf[fT^ |. ^ srqjTT ^ 

^ =^ ^5Ti:^ % i^ I; sIk ^flPT 

^ ?Pf m TOR I. ¥}51^ ^ S 

^ ifT f ^ 5^# 

% ^3^ eft 3# 3RR ^^ TOfT 1/ ^ 

“ 3?ge ” ^ feftt % eFT 

%. ^ TO 

to 8 |. ^ ^ ^ =TO 
ero, TO^ l^TR % f^eif ^ 3^^ 
sT^ie? ^^ 3^^ ^ ^ ^ if ep#i 

TO iTO ei^-eeff wm ^ srroe ^ ^ toit, 
TOiTI«I^I^ |. # TO e^i^TO ^ te 

^ ft ^ e# I e^ 3|^ TOrf % eT«r tot tot 

TOTTe TO ’^T^. ^ 1^ S^TOT ^ 

TO TOT^ 1 ^ 3 f 3TO ftrorr ft 

^ ^ I, ^3TO TOTTf 

TOTT I W ^ ^ eft% ft TOT ^tt 

^ % wre^ propaganda^ TOT^ ^ ^ 

e^. # ^rr ^1 ^T iTO 

'^T^ I ^ ^nftro TOft constitotional =TO^ 
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cFf, *t?T 5 SR ^ iT^ ^ # Ijr |. to # mmm si? 

^"T 3Tlf ^ %TO '4 ^5 ^ ^ 

^ ^ ^ sftr ^''rsT ftsiw 

% ^ dq s fR i, ^ fero ^ H?^#^ 3ft5[ ^ ^ ^T- 

%T ^ ^ If 'H^ ^5l#r, ^ eFT?i^?cft 

Jsrm'T. 

^ f#T 1 1% ^ tsMT 'ft ^ mfl?vR 

S #ft ¥r sft 

lf(^ wm #ft; I ^ M 

^ gsrrftf ^ 3^R qpftfT# 5 ^ 

*fe^ I, ^ i^!^F5lT 
ifrat % sqsrft pTfT ^ ?i?TOT f 

^ % ^-^ m, ^ gsri^. 

fHlf H^SffRsR =3?!^ fTO i fd ^ ^ 

i ll ^ ^ 

wm 3Tft q3?3T j 3^ OTTf ^ 

^RRR ^ 3fq% ^ q^. ft! 

&^^f^srT#!TT^|%TO>l If ^ftqT’U'lTO^ 





opening Ceremony of the Gwalior High Court : Justice G. K. Shinde, B. A., Bar-at-Law, 

introducing the Senior Vakils to His Highness. 


f If ^ 

^TTto % ?Tq^ ^ n^'a t® 

m%nm ^ 

3f|7q% ^ 3TI^ ^^^ % ^ wm 1%qi I 3H% ; 

M t W q;^ f. qf ^ifil I 

TO t # ^F^q'TOW % ^1% ^ 3# TO ^TF5T 5p[^t ; 
STR frq ^FnpR q§t TO^ ^ f^rf^ q fifl 

^ ^ 1^ filcf^ 1€[%TO 3TTO^ % 3?TO?T ^ ! 
^r ^ pTT- ^ ^ ^ ^ I 

q^^^3TITO5T ^ ?[?3% TOR5%qi 

^q#q? Mecf ^ *ftTOT ^ ^ 

#TO5f T0 1^ to % tor «n to^ I toro to I 
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% WT maker ^ 

^ ^ qT%cift ^ wMt ^ ^ 

If 3 ^ < 1 ^ ^ ^ 

Statue 5% ^ 

te ¥t ^ ?i^t ^ ^ 

m § f*IT^ TJTf^ 3^ source of inspiratioa fJJI^ 

■ ■'% ■ K:» ^: •\ ■ 

^ ^5TH#T ^ frf ^ ^r 
P #T TO %W 5 = 5 ^ ^ |. 5 ??# 

^ Ift?^ If & w 

3^ executive fj^lff % ^ % 

^ ^ ^ m ^ 

l*T m ^T ^ 3fK w m TO t- 

ill II 1^ TO ^ fe^FTT ^ TOI^ ^ 

3#^ 3^ f^TOiR^l ^ ^rter ^#[^|. 
fit ^ TOTO ^ TOW 3?to€ ^ TOT PPKf 

^ WP^f^ |. TOR $ prestige, ^ qf^TO 3^ 

tWTO ^ ^TOPft ^TO ^ WF& Wit If TO 



31 


%q3?TT?fT qST q#!qR # ^ ^ 

sfe I; sfrfte^q- 

# ^Rf ^ ^ representative ^ qpj | 

^ qi ?TqfRr =^111% 1% # fc siqRj^ 

^ ^ ^ t- 3!^!^ ^ ^ 

arffteFT qsT ^ 

|3Tf fRTTqJ %T I 3|[^ qq ^ ^ l^sIR qvS 1 1^ 

^ ^P f'^ ^ ^ ^ % wi ^rnif sfk 

%m#3TT’ferR#[3^ ^IF#T ^ rRi^Oqi 

q3Tq#q^?=r^. 

Irji % ot: wm 

qq ^ 

?Rq ^ ^ q 

mm, 1|=f^ ^ 1^ % # ^snll. 3i^i^ 

^ms ^ 3#^ ^ ^rfeRf, ^ f5i^ 

^ l^rni^ wm |. sqqr^ q |=q aft? % q?q?Rj 

# ^ ft?q qq fesqRT 4? frf ^ M 

an^ ^rqi^ ^ % qgs qqrr qqt ^ ^13T1 

fe% qir ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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ffiK W ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 1 # 

^ standard of efidciency 3 ^ ^;?)n5 IbT f ’T# ^ 
^5TT %eT <% #n =^tI^. BTT^ ^ i[ 

^ 3P open mind, 

^ ’iHf % ’11^ ^^TT =^T^. % 

BW ms( ^ % ?fFT ^ % ftSTFir ^ 

^ ^ =^%. Honesty, Industry ^ 

Seif^ontroi ^ 

^ ^JPTFft I ^ ^Fm 1?C § sniJPT, 

^ ^ irf^ 3T^r^ ^ WH ^ qr 3*TFTr ^ ^ 
*^1(1%, ^ 33rra 5?r t^, 

'3n| 5130^ ^ :3nt^ ^ ^ sTfwr ^r |t, 

^ 3!3f ^*1 # ^ f(^ 5?^ tnr 

% ^ ^ HTORf if ?T^ ^^T, m ^ 

PI ^ ^ 1^ 

|i^pn ft ^ q^ cF^ % sm I 

$ ^ I; IPK^ ^3T^H & ^ f^^3FC 

3iiK I? ^ if 3f3f ^ ^ i^mn 

^ 3^ ijtr i^^TR ^ ^ ^rsr ^ 
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^ ^ |rrn. Bm ^ 

37||% 3^ e^Tr?[r W\ ^ 3Tq% ^31^ ^ 

#Tn 1% 5^5^ ^ 3f^ ^qj cT3r^ 

I- ^ ^ 3P#^ ^ 

qjR^ ^ 5 t ^ TO ^ 

srqi^ ^ ^ ^?TT I ^ ^ 

i^rra ^ TOT^ ^ ^?n |. 


^niTO, qf TO =5nt|?| 4tH 



^ TO" riK q?: ^TO*? I- ^ I- ^ 

jjqf 5js^ tpr I ^ I — ^qtl^ 

f|f|55^5T § ^ 37TO, ipn 3^ q?r itM ^ TOT^fi. 

%jT sRR ^ ?rFTiff % TO% qS ^ ?Tq^ 

#fTq^ t f3^ 5=r^ ^ w ^ 

q|?r ?rq5 =i^ m ft# I- 

^ 1^ ^ I, |^%TO 

ms.% qsfri^ 33TF^ § % «# ?FT^1 ^ 3T^^ 

^ 3Tq% qr ^ ?:^qq5^ 

^ ^ ^s^m 5T #T qro ^ ^ili^ 

3Tq?n Ito #n to ff to ft mm* 



& r 


34 


4^^ ^3^1^ 33T analysis ^ q? fTRIt | 

# f!t ^ ^ >T^ % 

{ t ) fer ^SI^ 133^ ^ ^nM ^1% ^RT 

{ R ) qi^ laqpFOT ^ ip ^ M 

( ^i%I5(t H 33^ 3^ ^ rr^ 

fRq?3TTO^^|). 

^ 5]^ ^ q^%^?r[3?lc 

( 8 ) 3Tp^ % sft? 3n!^ ^ ;!3ill 

^ fSRH ^ ^TSfR #n, ^THR 

P ^TOqf % ^ ^ 

*qW%^#=3l^^ f^fn^^qq^^. f?i^^ 
WB Idf 1 13? ^ 3Tiq ?I3f il^Ff 3^ 3(^ Ji^TFT 

=5rT^ ^ =gt^ i 
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m^ fsTT =^Tf^, 
f?eTC f^ '^^ % m % qr^ ^ ill 

it gR^ w ^=1 sfti wFr#?r |t^ =qTi^, wm 
fc wr, 'qi| fi^M |f ^FfN |f, ^rraiit 
^ ^sT^n-ff % pfi % ^1% 

it ift I, w TO a^ 3Tif^ it 

urteicT it tf^qR % 

qite? ^ ^rfRRf % ^fRT ^fffT 

=qifcq I it a|? 

q^%q^itaiiqitf^5i^=qi^|; RJK^IIW 
t Ti if qf^R >r^ iti^ 

qn^ I f?^TO 5?^ qil, % ft %Rr 

^cR I ^ w qitif i^ cnqrq qsft ^ 

1^ t5^!^q?r SM mm eqir qqlift. ^ 

^ ^ w 3m qq ^51^ ^5T^ 3TRiq 

qj^HT I q?ft ?Rf qite? ^ ^ it 

^wft 'fii I # qf q^ 3?q% 5^1%^ it %ri ^ 
^H^it *#Ff3R # 3TqqT to ^ qiq#%, 
^ ft^ 3TO qR qtif % anqrr | ti qf 

fq qqi qt TOitf i erq ^ to t sftt 
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1 ^ |5TO$ftr^#d S S^ 3f^5^r ^ ^ 

|, W i^fTH 3fe^ # 3lk 
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^ % |i^ 

^ %5rT 3^ ^mm 

p^ ^ education afft?E 

training 5 !^ tR^ 4} utility qft 

¥ 1 1 , 3^ ^ ^ I 5 ^ ^ efficiency 

P 3^ i^iS^ % mi ^ 5PfT %t. fFTC ^ I 

sIPt % ^ ?fP #1T| 

I i% ^ TO ^ 4ft^l % 

#T OT% ^1 ^ ^ If ^f3ncT Pr ^ I 

^T ^ | ^ iiip 

|. ^ 3T^i^ ^r ijfl 

^ I air p 3r^T^ m ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^t^^#f?, TO^ 3 ^ l^3TF?T 
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^ TOT qr Rstto 

^ OT'R^ ^ %?TFT 

^ ^ ^ R^mt ^ Rtjti^ ^ sm 

3T5fMr p%^ ^ ^ ^wrf 

^ ^5iT ^ srtteCR 3T^IW% 

^TOT I 3i^ ^ 5 TtRr % 

S3TTTOT # ?T15!5 ^ 5T3R % ?r ^#1 %g[ ^ it it tf 

^ fTTsfl q| ^ iftf I f% 33Trf^, # -mi^m 
3R5HTO^if, ^%5a^ # sftr ’?f^ il%|. 

Rft s^ it it 

TO I 3^ I f^ ^ TOTT TOTT ^ t^ITO^ 

& 3^ ^|TO ^ 

R3MT ^ Wt ^ ^ 1^ I 2|| 

TORt iTiTTOT I RtoTT # tt^TFTT ^Wm t- ^ 
TlFft it TO I S ter TO^ %TTOW il^l, 

W^ m ^#1, itR tRroitl; 

TO ^ f% 'wm M ^r Rif Rif 

TOTTRI^^3!TO% TOf ^ 1^ ^ iff^Rq^3^ 
cr^ % iH RTO & Rnrs 3?^ ^ 

3T^ if if # 3ife R^R ^ RTO^ 

^sft ^ ^ % ’^ % RTO 
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# I; #ff # ^ # Ml I^tM 

^r ^ 3mr ^ ^li =^n@ 

^ 5T # 3Tq?n Mifm 

plw t S a^T #T 3T?T^^ 

q'^TO ^%i qjFR M 

^ |. 3PTO^ it ^ I ^ 
9W^ ^ 3fnMS 

# ^ # q;?? & 4. ^., C f . ’H fq wf 

53TPOT ^ am ^ ^ ^ 

qq 'cfai^ | lr i?rfl % p[ 

jS% m t^% fq^^qRfr "fft 

ftclT3f| % high idealism, 5gf?|i| noble spirit g^ ^3^ 

it 51 fei 3n% & qs^ afe tn^t i 

M ^ it 

it, qit^mRiaff it ^ 
q ^ T^ a?^ am arm ^ angj, fm ^ mt 
^ 1ft femn it efTOT if. 

m^qm, ^ftm ^ to ^ am fq “ ftf itJ ” 







His Highness seeing the Scindia School Museum with Principal Pearce. 



Speech by His Highness at the Scindia School 

Gathering. 

Gwalior, 11th November 1937. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It affords me much pleasure to be able to preside for the 
second time over this function which marks the opening of your 
annual celebrations; and I thank you warmly for the hearty 
welcome you all have given me to-day. 

I have followed with interest the opening remarks of Sir 
Manubhai Mehta, the Home Minister, and also the report of the 
Principal. From what Mr. Pearce has just told us, I am glad 
to leam that the members of the school staff are evincing due 
interest in their work : and I congratulate the school for the very 
satisfactory result which it has been able to achieve in the last 
two yearly examinations. I expect and hope that the coming 
years will continue to witness similar happy results. I am glad 
that the members of the Governing Body are also carefully 
studying the needs and interests of the school. 

Gentlemen, this being a festive occasion when some re- 
laxation from the serious cares of life’s responsibilities may be 
looked for, I have no intention of detaining you longer than 
necessary. Nor am I gomg to read to you anything in the nature 
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of a coiivocation address on this occasion. All I wish to tell you 
is that this school which was raised and reared by my illustrious 
father with many high hopes and expectations shall continue to 
enlist my abiding interest : and that any recommendations with 
regard to its present or future requirements will always receive 
my sympathetic consideration and treatment. 

As you all know, this institution was started by His late 
Highness for the education and betterment of the sons of the 
Jagirdars and the Zamindars of this State. His late Highness 
actually sacrificed himself in promoting the general well-being of 
all classes of his subjects : and this school was one of his special 
favourites. But I fear the class of people for -whose good so 
much useful work was being done, did not avail themselves suffi- 
ciently of these facilities : and because the Jagirdars would not 
send their sons to this school in sufficient numbers, the school 
had to be thrown open for the admission of all classes of boys, 
though in certain respects it still retains something of its previous 
character and form. 

The address which has been presented to me to-day on 
behalf of the Old Boys, lays much stress on making increased 
efforts to spread education among the children of Jagirdars. 
I must tell you candidly that this result can now only be achiev- 
ed by the combined efforts of the Jagirdars themselves, because 
the State has already done enough under the circumstances and is 
doing and will continue to do all that it can for your advance- 
ment. It is you who must appraise and appreciate the impor- 
tance and value of good education and come forward to take the 
fullest possible advantage of the many generous facilities which 
are pro-vided by the Darbar. Every Jagirdar and Zamindar 
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should deem it to be his paramount duty to impart sound edu- 
cation to his children; and those of you who have sons of the 
school-going age, should understand that the Scindia School 
is constitutionally better fitted and equipped to cater to their 
needs and requirements. You are a more fortunate class in that 
you possess wealth, position, and local influence which combine 
to give you that measure of material independence and self- 
reliance which the masses lack. 

Gentlemen, there are two pet aversions of mine about 
which let me take you in my confidence to-day. The first is that 
I wish to avoid legislation connected with purely domestic or 
social matters. I leave it to your own good sense to understand 
what the Darbar. policy about the proper upbringing of your 
children is; and I will eagerly expect each one of your class to 
co-operate with me and my government in carrying out that wise 
policy because it is intended and laid down in dear terms for 
your own ultimate good. 

The second thing I am going to confide in you is that 
howsoever much I may wish to raise your class, I cannot be ex- 
pected to sacrifice the interests of the general mass of people for 
the exclusive benefit of any particular class. It is possible, gentle- 
men, that my outlook may sometimes be different from yours 
in certain specific matters. My picture has to include in its set- 
ting a much wider perspective than the landscape you behold 
from your viewpoint. In my scheme of things the villages must 
have a more prominent place than the villas of the rich. The 
benefactions of a ruler must radiate to all classes of his sub- 
jects with equal benevolence, regardless of the artificial distinc- 
tions of class, creed, or colour. 
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The same with public services, I am glad that you ap- 
preciate my policy of associating the Jagirdars with the work 
of my administration. Given the same education, the same 
moral stamina, and the same capability as others in the field of 
competition, you have every advantage of proving your superi- 
ority in administrative talents. But, here again, capability and 
efliciency, competence and integrity of character shall be the 
chief test to judge a public officer’s fitness for responsibility. So 
that it should be taken for granted that, as in other fields of life, 
so in the spheres of education and public service also, my watch- 
word to all shaU ever be— FIRST DESERVE, THEN DESIRE. 

Referring to the Scindia School, it gives me satisfaction 
to hear from your own statement that “ in almost all respects 
this school compares most favourably with other schools of its 
type in India, while in certain respects it is even superior and 
can ofier us advantages we could get nowhere else.” I hope 
you will justify this statement still further by sending your own 
sons to the Scindia School. I will ask the Home Minister to 
place before me authenticated figures showing the number of 
Jagirdars’ and important Zamindars’ sons of school-going age, 
and the number of those of them who are actually studying in 
the Scindia School. 

The Principal and the staff of the school should also see 
that the Scindia School lacks nothing which may be considered 
to be the special attractive feature of outside public schools in 
India; because while I ask the Jagirdars to make the best use of 
this institution the school should also try its best to attract 
them and to win their confidence. Winning the confidence of the 
Jagirdars is the surest practical test of your efficiency; and until 
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the prominent Jagirdars do not feel an inward compulsion to 
send their children here, I do not think this test can be consi- 
dered as satisfied. 

On the subject of education, let me say that I value quality 
more than quantity. I do hot attach much importance to that 
system of academic education which ignores the development of 
higher moral qualities. Yes, indeed, I do want men, good men, 
to assist me in my work. Side by side with sound education and 
intelligence I want to see in a man those moral qualities also 
which are necessarily found and seen in the personal character 
and behaviour of a "gentleman.” 

With regard to your requirements, I will ask you, Mr. 
Pearce, to let the Home Minister know the precise nature and 
details of cost, etc., of your wants; and when his recommenda- 
tions reach me, I will give them my best consideration. 

Ladies and gentlemen, let me now conclude, and I do so 
by thanking you a second time for your cordial reception. I 
wish your celebrations all success, and the school and all its 
teachers and students the best of luck. 



speech by His Highness at the Laying of the 
Foundation Stone of the First Jayaji 
Gwalior Lancers New Lines. 

Gwalior, 12th November 1937. 


Ladies AND Gentlemen, 

I must thank you warmly for the very hearty welcome you 
have accorded to me. I sincerely appreciate the very generous 
and cordial terms in which Col. Sambhaji Rao Bhonsle, Officiating 
Army Minister, has referred to me and to the interest which I 
naturally take in this unit, as also in maintaining the high repu- 
tation of discipline, efficiency and gallantry which my army has 
enjoyed up to the present time. Being a soldier both by birth 
and tradition, I know what it is to be a soldier, and being the 
head of a government no one can appreciate the great value and 
worth of an efficient army more than I do. 

An army has been defined somewhere as “a collection of 
bodies of men, armed, disciplined and organised for war.” I 
hope you will agree with me, gentlemen, when I say that post- 
war events leading up to the present-day developments in inter- 
national affairs, have proved beyond the shadow of a doubt that 
the paramount role which the armed forces of any wide-awake na- 
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Foundation laying ceremony of the 1st Jayaji Gwalior Lancers 
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tion have to play is not so much the waging of war, as the serv- 
ing as the bulwark and guarantee of an honourable peace. The 
age of peace and happiness to which this sore world and its paci- 
fists have been looking forward since the dawn of man’s advent 
on the stage of life has proved itself to be as elusive as a mirage 
of the Sahara. Might still stands for right in the affairs of 
Sovereign States, and war is still the ultimate resort by which 
one nation seeks to assert its will upon the other. War, there- 
fore, is a necessary evil — a, necessity as painful and unavoidable 
as the amputation of a diseased arm. 

Ideals are very good and beautiful things in so far as they go; 
they serve as beacon lights to guide mis-guided man to follow 
courageously the path of rectitude and justice, I also believe that 
ideals are indispensable landmarks in the journey of life because 
without them humanity will be left to grope aimlessly in the 
dark. But at the same time we must not underestimate the 
powers of the great son of Lucifier, who is prone to place all pos- 
sible manner of limitations and difficulties in our path so that 
we must realise that after all this is an imperfect world and that 
the invidious distinction created by God between men and Iris 
angels is likely to last for some time, at any rate, till the Day of 
Judgment, This being the case, it is necessary that we should 
descend from the sublime to the hard realities of life and realise 
that armies are as necessary for the existence of a nation as are 
the police, the law courts, colleges, hospitals and the kitchens. 

Ladies and gentlemen, you will believe me when I say that 
it really gives me the creeps when I hear some politicians in this 
country— men who really ought to know better— talk about the 
desirability of reducing the strength of the army in India and 
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of cutting down the country’s military budget to a dead minimum 
level of economy. I wonder how many of our people including the 
educated, do realise the real extent of the weaknesses of our 
country’s vast land and sea frontiers from attacks by watchful, 
hungry and angry rival nations ? The present immunity from 
foreign invasion which has followed the rise and establishment of 
British power in India perhaps tends to obliterate the memory of 
those long centuries during which India was continually sub- 
jected to the sudden erruption and despoilment by the hordes of 
Central Asia. But, we must remember that the sinister gateway, 
Khyber, still stands where it did and that the trans-border powers 
who are better organised and better equipped to-day, still cherish 
the memories of the military exploits of their ancestors. 

From Karachi to Hindukush the entire range of borderland 
is inhabited by those truculent tribes who, as a race, are renown- 
ed to be the fiercest fighting people in the world. For centuries 
murder, robbery and rapine have been their main avocation of 
life. Out of a population of nearly three million souls, 750,000 
are regarded as fighting men who are in possession of an effective 
armament of no less than 300,000 rifles of the most modem make 
and equipment. 

On the North-Eastern side, the Indian frontier touches near- 
ly 1,000 miles of Chinese territory. China’s strength is not neg- 
ligible as can be judged from the fact that her defence to-day is 
putting to a severe test all the resources and grit of the mighty 
Japanese Empire. Besides China, the frontiers of the Indian 
Empire touch 100 miles of French Indo-China and more than 
600 miles of Siamese territory. Both France and Siam are powers 
to be reckoned with since each maintains a considerable army 
aad a powerful air force. 







Foundation stone laying ceremony of the First Jayaji Gwalior Lancers New Lines : 
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So much about our land frontiers. Then there is the vast 
magnitude of the seacoast of the Indian peninsula, with its 
numerous rich settlements and wealthy industrial cities. Keeping 
in mind these facts, would it not look sheer madness to suggest 
any reduction in the present limited armed forces of the Empire, 
specially of India ? Devoid of the protection which the British 
Navy and our armies afford, the predicament of India in the 
face of attack by any powerful enemy which our country’s wealth 
and importance might provoke, can be easily imagined. 

Not only loyalty but a sense of the highest patriotism also 
demands that Indians should pay special attention to the grim 
realities of present-day world conditions and to the problems of 
national defence. Our destinies are bound up with those of 
Britain. We must therefore look ahead and fortify our defences 
in such a way that we may be able to stand firmly by the side 
of the Empire to face any eventuality. 

Gwalior being an integral part of India, is always mindful 
of its duty and responsibility with regard to the problems of 
national defence. And, as I have stated on previous occasions, 
I feel sure that His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor can 
always count upon my steadfast loyalty and my Government’s 
preparedness to shoulder our due share of responsibility in the 
defence of India and the British Empire whenever the clarion 
call of "stand fast” is sounded. 

Gentlemen, before I conclude this address I wish to tell 
you that I am anxious to do all that lies in my power to im- 
prove your lot, and to extend to you all possible amenities of a 
comfortable living. But while I do my duty, I expect you not 
to fail in doing yours. Soldiers must be strong in body and 


resolute in mind. You must realise that the profession of 
arms does not only require physical powers and dare-devil 
courage but that it calls for your developed powers of intellect 
also. The success of a modem army does not depend so much 
on its mechanised equipment or numerical superiority, as on the 
efficiency of its organisation, and more specially on the intel- 
lectual superiority of each individual combatant comprising it. 
Education, therefore, is as essential in your case as it is in the 
case of the average civilian. 

My last advice to you, officers and men of my army, is 
that while you try to excel as soldiers, you must not be wanting 
in the duties of good citizenship. In times of peace, you 
should keep untarnished your reputation as good men, 
peaceful neighbours and loyal citizens. A soldier who lacks 
these qualities may be a good fighting man but I cannot respect 
him as a law-abiding citizen. The expression "an officer and 
a gentleman” applies not to commissioned officers only but to 
all ranks of the army in as much as every officer is necessarily 
a soldier and every soldier, as the saying goes, carries in his 
knapsack the baton of a field-marshal. 

Gentlemen, I thank you once more for your welcome and 
for giving me a patient hearing. I now proceed to lay the founda- 
tionstone of the First Jayaji Gwalior Lancers New Lines and I 
pray and hope that this edifice, when complete, may prove to 
be the home and nursery of soldiers worthy of the expectations 
of their chief Comrade-in-arms and leader — the Scindia. My 
dear Officers and Soldiers of the First JayaJi Lancers, I pray 
God may grant you aU happiness, prosperity, and success in the 
achievements of your aims in this place. 






opening of the Conference Jagirdaran ; His Highness with the Ministers and the Jagirdars. 
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Speech delivered by His Highness the Maharaja 
Scindia at the Bikaner Banquet in reply 
to the Toast proposed by His Highness 
the Maharaja of Bikaner. 

Bikaner, the 25th November 1937. 


Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen, [ 

I cannot adequately thank Your Highness, for the most 
cordial welcome, which you have so kindly extended to me, 
and for the honour you have done me this evening by propos- 
ing my health in so very generous and affectionate terms. 

Ever since Your Highness paid a flying visit in Novem- 
ber 1936 to Mandsaur to look me up, it has been my cherished 
desire to visit your capital and nothing afforded a better 
opportunity than this, when, as a dutiful nephew, I should 
have come personally to pay my respects to Your Highness. 

I need hardly say how delighted I am to have participated in 
the festivities which are now going on throughout the State ’ 
in commemoration of the SOth anniversary of Your Highness’ 
accession to the throne. Allow me to offer you my warmest 
felicitations on this auspicious occasion and to couple with it j 
my earnest desire that the Almighty may grant you another s 
spell of benevolent and eventful reign. May we all assemble [ 
here again to celebrate another epoch-making landmark in the 
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history of this State — I mean— -the Diamond Jubilee of His 
Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I am deeply touched by the 
affectionate reference which His Highness has just made to the 
life and work of my beloved father, and to the traditional 
friendship and goodwill which has subsisted for a long time 
between the ruling houses of Bikaner and Gwalior. I value 
nothing more than this relationship that had so carefully been 
fostered by Your Highness and my father of revered memory, 
and it is this tie which engendered in my mind a feeling ever since 
my birth to revere and respect Your Highness as my Honoured 
Uncle. My one desire is that God may give prudence and 
foresight to the future Rulers of both the houses so that this 
long standing friendship may ever grow stronger and stronger. 

Your Highness gives me a great compliment when you speak 
so highly about the humble contribution which I have been 
able to make during the first year of my rule towards the service 
of my people. One year* is but a span in the long race of a 
man's life and I, therefore, could not possibly do anything 
worth the name to improve the condition of my beloved subjects. 
But I can assure you, Ladies and Gentlemen, that nothing is 
closer to my heart than the idea to ameliorate the condition of 
the forgotten millions living in the remote corners of my State. 
It is these people who are the backbone of the country and not 
the drawing room politicians who waste their time and energy 
in creating sectional warfare. 

On this occasion, following Your Highness' example, I 
refrain from any attempt to make a stereotyped speech this 
evening, but I cannot resist the temptation of saying something 



about what I was privileged to see in this State. Let me frank- 
ly tell you that the first impression I had on entering the borders 
of your State was that the whole country must be a dry desert 
but when I first beheld serene flow of the Ganga Canal and the 
beautiful results it had produced in such a short time I had 
nothing but admiration for Your Highness’ genius. This canal 
has raised flourishing cities where villages could not thrive and 
reared up a countrywide garden of rich verdure and cultivation 
in regions where even common grass and shrubs found it an 
impossible struggle to sur\'ive. 

But the monumental work of Your Highness is to be seen 
in the capital city of Bikaner where every wall and every inch 
of the ground bears the testimony to Your Highness’ genius and 
perseverence. The modern institutions of public utility, the 
splendid palaces, the city with an up-to-date water supply, 
beautiful parks and gardens rich in foliage and verdure would 
give the picture of a fairy-land to a casual visitor. The entire 
structure of this State, as we find it to-day, is the workmanship 
of that dynamic master-mind whose energy, thought and spirit 
pervades every sphere of life of the Bikaner people. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, with feelings of such admiration 
for our illustrious host it is but natural that I should ask you 
all to fill your glasses and to drink whole-heartedly to the 
long life, unbroken happiness and continued prosperity of 
General His Highness Maharaja Sir Ganga Singh Bahadur, 
the Royal Family and the State of Bikaner. 



speech delivered on behalf of the Ruling 
Princes by His Highness the Maharaja 
Scindia at the State Banquet, Bikaner, 
in reply to the Toast proposed by 
His Highness the Maharaja 
of Bikaner. 

Lalgarh Palace, Bikaner, the 30th November 1937. 

Your Highnesses, Ladies and 

It is with feelings of very pleasurable emotions that I rise 
to acknowledge on behalf of my brother Princes, and the other 
distinguished guests present here, and myself, the cordiality of 
the warm hearted welcome which our kind host has accorded to 
us, and also to respond to the kindly sentiments of goodwill and 
friendship, which His Highness has] been good enough to as- 
sociate with our toast. 

Your Highnesses, a visit to this interesting and progressive 
State, more 'specially as the guests of a host no less renowned, 
among his other Equalities for his lavish hospitality is in itself a 
matter of great enjoyment. But in the present case there has 
been added to it the further satisfaction that His Highness and I 
Piave been able to renew and]cement a hereditary friendship. 



Thanks to the present auspicious event, my happiness is all 
the more enhanced by the presence in our midst to-day of so 
many eminent rulers, worthy representatives and scions of historic 
royal dynasties, whose glorious traditions, have shed lustre on the 
history of our country. It is an additional privilege to meet 
here other notable personages also, whose high merits and ser- 
vices have given them the eminence which they have achieved. 
Our warmest thanks are due to His Highness the Maharaja of 
Bikaner for having assembled this brilliant company. I pray 
and hope that this memorable meeting may prove to be a happy 
augury of new friendly contacts and that it may reaffirm old 
friendship and strengthen further the bonds of unity between 
each one and all the rest of us here. Speaking for myself let me 
assure you, Ladies and Gentlemen, that I will cherish dearly the 
remembrance of this memorable meeting and value highly the 
friendship contracted here. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my delightful privilege now 
to convey to our worthy host an expression of our combined 
and very sincere congratulations on this happy commemoration 
of his Golden Jubilee and to offer to him our united good wishes 
for his continued health and long life. There are comparatively 
few among us. Your Highnesses, that can point to a career more 
remarkable for its untiriag devotion to duty more single heart- 
edly given to the prosecution of one great aim and the one great 
ideal of life, than that of His Highness. A Ruler and a Statesman, 
as a Scholar and a sportsman, as a leader and a soldier, and 
what is more — as a man among men, the Maharaja of Bikaner 
has achieved renown everywhere. His is an example as remark- 
able for its varied inter^ts and great achievements as for the 



depth and compass of his mind and the steadfastness of lus 
determination. 

To be able to grasp the intrinsic value of His Highness’ 
services to his State, one must first acquaint oneself with the 
geological condition of these territories with the geographical 
position it occupies and also with the actual condition of things 
prevailing here fifty years ago. Having done this, one should 
study the administration reports now published by His Highness’ 
Government. It will then be seen what marvellous changes have 
taken place during His Highness’ rule. Not taking into account 
the earlier period of minority administration, the revenues of the 
State during the 37 years of His Highness’ active rule have gone 
up from 20 lacs to one crore and 25 lacs a year; and the 
population has risen from half a million to one million. 

The greatest service which His Highness rendered to 
his people is the introduction and the completion of the Ganga 
Canal project and the progressive multiplication of the means of 
communication throughout the State. His Highness with the 
instinct of a genius had visualised that no greater gift which 
he. could give to his people would conduce more to their happi- 
ness and prosperity than an adequate provision for the means of 
irrigating the desert regions and the opening of a network of 
Railways and roads to connect the important centres of the State 
not only between themselves but with the rest of the world. Here 
is an example that we may all emulate and follow with 
advantage. 

I agree with His Highness of Bikaner that our country is 
passing through a critical period at present. With your permis- 
sion, Your Highness, I would rather go one step further and 
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tell you that India, like the rest of the exasperated world, is in 
a state of active fermentation to-day. And he will indeed be a 
very bold man who would dare to foretell what there is in store 
for us to-morrow. I think, however, that there is no cause to feel 
alarmed over these new developments as long as we are 
useful to our country and the Commonwealth of the British 
Empire. 

Your Highnesses, before I conclude, permit me to lend my 
whole-hearted support to the wish so feelingly expressed by 
His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner, that there is a greater 
need of unity among us to-day, than has been the case ever 
before. We need unity, not only between Rulers of States, 
but primarily between the Rulers and the great mass of our ; 
peoples. For, it should not be forgotten that the true concep- , 
tion of an Indian State cannot be recognised as complete unless 
and until, we succeed, in establishing a complete identity of : 
interests and purpose between ourselves and our subjects. Your 
Highness, I feel convinced that if we could but win the confi- 
dence and love of our own people nothing can jeopardise our j 
traditional rights, honours and dignities, of which we are justly i 
so proud and jealous. These will be fortified for us in the loyal j 
and loving hearts of our people. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is not my intention to touch here ; 
any controversial issues of party politics. The occasion does not I 
warrant such a discussion. But I repeat that our drive towards 
unity should begin from our own homes and then proceed, step ; 
by step, till we are able to bring about a closer and honourable f 
union between a united India and the great Empire to which we 
have the honour to belong. 
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In conclusion I wish to offer our warmest thanks once 
more, to our illustrious host, and to the Maharaja Kumar Sahib 
of Bikaner for the happy days of pleasure and comfort we have 
been able to spend here, for the best of entertainments they 
have so kindly provided for us. We shall carry with uS the most 
pleasurable memories of our stay here, and let me say with 
confidence that we shall eagerly count the remaining few years 
at the end of which we hope to gather here again to felicitate 
His Highness on the ten more years he will have by then added 
to his age and reign. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, while thanking you all most 
warmly for the hearty manner in which you accepted the toast 
to our health as proposed by His Highness, I call upon one and 
all of you here to rise and to drink to the long life and conti- 
nued happiness of General His Highness Maharaja Sir Ganga 
Singhji and the Royal House of Bikaner and to the everlasting 
prosperity of the Bikaner State. 




